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interest to do so—and as we have done effec-
tively for half a century through NATO. It
could lead to an all-or-nothing approach that
causes the United States to shoulder the en-
tire burden of a conflict even when a multi-
national approach would be most effective
from the standpoint of military planning, bur-
den sharing and other American national in-
terests.

With regard to potential amendments on
Haiti, let me caution against action that could
aggravate that nation’s violent conflict and
undermine American interests. The situation
on the ground in Haiti is highly unstable.
Limiting my ability to act—or even creating
the perception of such a limitation—could
signal a green light to Haiti’s military and
police authorities in their brutal efforts to re-
sist a return of democracy, could limit my
ability to protect the more than 1,000 Ameri-
cans currently in Haiti, and could trigger an-
other mass exodus of Haitians, at great risk
to their lives and great potential cost and dis-
ruption to our nation and others.

With regard to potential Bosnia amend-
ments, our nation has worked with NATO
to prepare to help implement a fair and en-
forceable peace settlement. This amendment
thus could undermine our relationship with
our NATO allies and frustrate the negotia-
tion of an end to the aggression and ethnic
cleansing in the former Yugoslavia. As you
know, I have placed strict conditions on any
U.S. involvement in Bosnia with which I be-
lieve most members of Congress would
agree.

I am committed to full consultation with
Congress on our foreign policy. As I have
clearly stated for the record, I welcomed con-
gressional authorization for U.S. operations
in Somalia and would welcome similar action
regarding U.S. efforts in Bosnia, should that
become necessary. Further, as this Adminis-
tration has done and is continuing to do, we
will consult with and keep Congress fully in-
formed on these and other issues that affect
American national security.

I would welcome an opportunity to engage
you and others in the bi-partisan leadership
in a full and constructive dialogue about the
processes of executive-legislative relations re-
garding America’s engagement in a changed
world. But amendments such as these are not

the right way for the American government
to decide how we act in the world, and I
urge the Senate to reject them.

Bill Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to George
Mitchell, majority leader of the Senate, and Bob
Dole, minority leader of the Senate.

Statement by the Press Secretary on
Haiti
October 18, 1993

The President remains gravely concerned
by the persistent refusal of the Haitian mili-
tary authorities to fulfill their commitments
under the Governors Island Agreement and
at the repression which they continue to
carry out against the Haitian people.

The President stated on October 15 that
there are important American interests at
stake in Haiti. We must protect American
lives. We want to avoid a mass exodus of Hai-
tians fleeing political persecution at great risk
to themselves and at great potential cost and
disruption to the United States and other na-
tions. We want to help restore democracy in
Haiti and thereby promote democracy
throughout this hemisphere.

Therefore, the United States is taking sev-
eral measures which will go into effect at
11:59 p.m. tonight to ensure strict implemen-
tation of the U.N. oil and arms embargo
against Haiti. These measures will also sanc-
tion those individuals who are defying the
U.N. measures, acting to disrupt the Gov-
ernors Island Agreement, and preventing the
restoration of democracy and return of Presi-
dent Aristide to Haiti.

The President is today signing an Execu-
tive order that will freeze the assets under
U.S. jurisdiction of individuals (‘‘Specially
Designated Nationals’’) who have obstructed
the Governors Island Agreement or the ac-
tivities of the U.N. Mission in Haiti and who
are perpetrating or contributing to the vio-
lence. It will also cover individuals who are
financing or providing material support to
those taking such actions. These groups in-
clude senior military and police officers and
the civilian attachés and their financial pa-
trons. Furthermore, we will deny visas to and
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prohibit the entry into the United States of
such individuals.

The United States has deployed six Navy
vessels to help enforce the U.N. embargo.
Argentina, Canada, and France also will con-
tribute ships, and other countries are actively
considering participation.

The military and police authorities must
understand that they have no future in con-
tinuing their brutal resistance to the return
of democracy and President Aristide. The
United States is determined to work with the
U.N., the OAS, and others to oppose this re-
pression of the democratic will of the Haitian
people.

Appointment of Members of the
Advisory Commission on
Intergovernmental Relations
October 18, 1993

The President announced his intention to
appoint 10 members to the Advisory Com-
mission on Intergovernmental Relations
(ACIR) today. Among them is former Mis-
sissippi Governor William Winter, who will
serve as ACIR’s Chair.

The Commission was created during the
1970’s to foster better relations between all
levels of government. Its primary functions
are to provide an intergovernmental prob-
lem-solving forum, policy recommendations
for intergovernmental cooperation, identi-
fication of emerging issues, information dis-
semination, and technical and international
assistance.

‘‘As a former Governor and State attorney
general, I am committed to improving co-
operation between governments at all levels,’’
said the President. ‘‘When people want
something done by the government, they
don’t care whether it gets done by the coun-
ty, by the State, or by the Federal Govern-
ment, they just want the job done. The tal-
ented, experienced, and diverse group of
people that I am appointing to this commis-
sion, with Governor Winter taking the lead,
will work to find ways to help public servants
at all levels achieve that goal.’’

The commissioners being appointed are:
William F. Winter, former Governor of

Mississippi;

Carol Browner, EPA Administrator;
Howard Dean, Governor of Vermont;
Marcia L. Hale, White House Director of

Intergovernmental Affairs;
Arthur Hamilton, minority leader, Arizona

House of Representatives;
Michael Leavitt, Governor of Utah;
Bob Miller, Governor of Nevada;
Gloria Molina, member, Los Angeles

County Board of Supervisors;
Richard Riley, Secretary of Education;
John Stroger, commissioner of Cook

County, IL, and immediate past presi-
dent of the National Association of
Counties.

NOTE: Biographies of the appointees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Nomination for an Assistant
Secretary of Commerce
October 18, 1993

The President announced today that he in-
tends to nominate GTE executive Graham
R. Mitchell to be Assistant Secretary of Com-
merce for Technology Policy.

‘‘I have called on the Commerce Depart-
ment to take the lead in giving our country
the technological capability to win in a com-
petitive world marketplace,’’ said the Presi-
dent. ‘‘With his years of high-tech manage-
ment experience, Graham Mitchell has the
know-how that effort requires.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Nomination for an Associate Judge of
the Superior Court of the District of
Columbia
October 18, 1993

The President announced today that he
will nominate Rafael Diaz to be an associate
judge of the Superior Court of the District
of Columbia. The President is empowered
by statute to choose DC Superior Court
judges from a list submitted by a local nomi-
nating commission.

‘‘Rafael Diaz has proven himself with a
decade’s service to the District of Columbia,’’
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